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1. Introduction 
‘Recognition of prior learning’ (RPL) is here defined as a method of assessment that              
considers whether a learner can demonstrate that they meet the assessment           
requirements for the logbook part of the course, such that they do not need to duplicate                
this through a course of learning.  

In order to achieve RPL with Harley Academy, a delegate must produce valid and reliable               
evidence of learning to support any claims based on experience. The process of RPL is               
subject to the same standard of quality assurance and monitoring processes as any other              
form of learning and assessment. Assessment methods for RPL must be of equal rigour              
as other assessment methods, must be fit for purpose and relate to the evidence of               
learning. 

2. Procedures 
RPL may only be accepted for the clinical portfolio unit of Harley Academy’s Level 7               
course in Injectables. RPL can only be accepted in two ways, depending on the level of                
the learner’s previous experience, as follows: 

1. Beginner or intermediate learners 

2. Very experienced practitioners (doctors with 3+ years relevant experience in the           
specific treatment modalities) 

In both instances, RPL submissions will be granted at the discretion of IQ's quality              
assurance arrangements.  

 2.1 RPL for Beginner or Intermediate learners  
RPL will only be available for part or all of the portfolio of treatments in the modality                 
or modalities being assessed. These will follow the same procedure as if you were              
training with our tutors, i.e. a qualified supervisor will need to sign off each case               
submission.  

If you wish to receive RPL for the practical logbook part of the course then you must                 
provide a portfolio of evidence that meets the learning outcomes of the clinical             
placement. The portfolio must include all of the following: 

(a) A reference from an approved clinician (see Appendix 1 for the definition of             
an approved clinician) confirming that the delegate has observed 10          
botulinum toxin treatments; 

(b) A reference from an approved clinician confirming that the delegate has           
observed 10 dermal filler treatments; 

(c) Before and after photographs for 10 supervised botulinum toxin treatments          
(see Appendix 2 for a list of appropriate treatments); 
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(d) Before and after photographs for 10 supervised dermal filler treatments; 

(e) A reference from an approved supervising clinician (see Appendix 1) for each            
botulinum toxin case treated correctly, which must total 10 treatments; 

(f) A reference from an approved supervising clinician (see Appendix 1) for each            
dermal filler case treated correctly, which must total 10 treatments. 

The supervising clinician providing a reference must have due regard and proficiency            
within the specific area of practice being assessed, as per Health Education England’s             
Qualification Requirements for Delivery of Non-Surgical Cosmetic Procedures: Part One          
(p.30). Accordingly, supervisors must provide a CV that demonstrates that they: 

➢ Are able to provide clinical oversight (see Appendix 1), including the           
ability to prescribe where relevant; 

➢ Have over three years of experience in the relevant cosmetic          
procedure(s); 

➢ Can demonstrate at least 20 hours of CPD in Aesthetics. 

2.2 RPL for very experienced practitioners with 3+ yrs         
experience  
If you have over three years of experience in injectable treatments, you are eligible to               
apply to become tutors or supervisors on a level 7 training course in botulinum toxins               
and/or soft tissue fillers (HEE, Qualification Requirements for Delivery of Non-Surgical           
Procedures:Part One, 2016). As such the requirements for RPL are mapped to the skills              
mentioned in Health Education England’s guidelines (p.30, op cit.) 

RPL will only be available for the portfolio of treatments in the modality or modalities               
being assessed. These practitioners will also have their practical skills assessed at            
OSCE, as well as their theoretical knowledge. Experienced practitioners will also have            
access to e-learning, and therefore will be able to top up their theoretical knowledge as               
required prior to examination. 

RPL for the portfolio of experience will take the form of a logbook submission, but owing                
to the historic nature of their experience it may not be possible to verify this experience                
using the Harley Academy Learning Management System.  

Sufficient evidence of experience (i.e. over three years) will forfeit the need for             
experienced practitioners to demonstrate (i) that they have observed the relevant           
procedures prior to practicing them, and (ii) that they have been supervised in all of their                
performed procedures. Hence the submission of a logbook of performed procedures in            
addition to  practical assessment at Harley Academy OSCE days. 

suffices to demonstrate practical skills in the place of observed and supervised            
procedures.  

Specifically, a highly experienced practitioner’s logbook will demonstrate that the          
delegate has a minimum of 3 years of post- qualification experience delivering the             
procedures for which they will be assessed, or a post-qualification delivery of a             
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minimum of 150 of the the relevant procedures. The portfolio must therefore contain             
the following: 

(a) Samples of cases of treatments delivered over the past 3 years or more, with              
at least 10 treatments in each of the three years prior to examination.  
OR: 
If the practitioner has under 3 years of experience: 

(b) Samples must indicate an average of at least 150 treatments performed           
within at most 3 years. This can be in the form of evidence of: 
(i) Three periods in the past three years of at least 7 treatments taking place               
over at most 7 consecutive weeks (21 treatments in each modality);  
or 
(ii) Two periods in the past two years of at least 10 treatments taking place               
over at most 5 consecutive weeks (20 treatments in each modality);  
or 
(iii) One period in the past year of at least 20 treatments taking place over at                
most 18 days (20 treatments in each modality). 
AND in either case: 

(c) Samples must include evidence of full patient consultation including pre- and           
post-treatment care plans. This can be in the form of clinical notes taken from              
consultations;  

(d) The portfolio must include a written reference from an experienced clinician           
who can vouch for the professional integrity of their practice (e.g. a registered             
clinician who has been working alongside the RPL applicant, and can confirm            
that the applicant has performed has a minimum of at least three years of              
safe practice (or has conducted at least 150 procedures safely). References           
will be accepted on a case by case basis, alongside the other evidence.  

Harley Academy will take the above as evidence of due regard and proficiency in the               
specific area of practice under assessment in the portfolio unit of Level 7 Injectables              
in Aesthetic Medicine.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harley Academy Limited | Recognition of Prior Learning Policy V2.0 

Registered Office 5th Floor Jasper House, 4 Copthall Avenue, London, EC2R 7DA | Number 9426500            4 

mailto:Kam.Singh@gp-c82678.nhs.uk
mailto:Kam.Singh@gp-c82678.nhs.uk
mailto:Kam.Singh@gp-c82678.nhs.uk


 

Appendix 1: Supervisor Requirements 
The groups of practitioners listed in Table 6 (below) are considered capable of providing              
‘clinical oversight’. These clinicians are able to take direct responsibility for the            
consequences of treatment and clinical management of complications, including the          
ability to prescribe where appropriate, and are therefore the only groups of practitioners             
who can act as referees for a delegate submitting a portfolio of clinical experience.  

Health Education England, ‘Qualification requirements for delivery of cosmetic         
procedures: Part One’ (2016) 

In addition: the supervising clinician providing a reference must have ‘due regard and             
proficiency within the specific area of practice being assessed’, as per Health Education             
England’s Qualification Requirements for Delivery of Non-Surgical Cosmetic Procedures:         
Part One (p.30).  

Accordingly, supervisors must provide Harley Academy with a CV that demonstrates that            
they: 

➢ Are able to provide clinical oversight including the ability to prescribe           
where relevant; 

➢ Are currently registered (via GMC/GDC/NMC/GPhC number) 
➢ Have over three years of experience in the relevant cosmetic          

procedure(s); 
➢ Can demonstrate at least 20 hours of CPD in Aesthetics. 

Adherence to the above requirements for approved clinicians and approved supervising           
clinicians must be evidenced through the provision of the relevant clinicians CV. Records             
of this are maintained for QA purposes.  
 
Additional requirements: All elements must be conducted in English. The registration of            
the supervisor must be UK recognised. 
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